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… the 50’s Portage rd. transport problem
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Transportation issue

• The Portage Rd plant was located in a rural unhabituated area
• Many employees were living downtown Kalamazoo
• Not all families owned 1 or more cars
• Start of operations in B041 would amplify the problem

(B38, B39, B43 had limited #colleagues)
• September 1949 started with 2 busses, A and B
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The bus fleet

• At its peak the service used 15 company busses.(Letter A to O)

• They were driven by employees who kept the buses overnight 
at their homes and then picked up other employees as they 
drove their buses to Portage.

• The buses were maintained in the company garage at the 
Portage site.

• The “UPJOHN Special” GM Transit Type Coach  bus
• Black, Grey and White company colors
• Busses identified by letters. A and B
• 6 cylinder | diesel 8 mpg | 45 seats but (100 max.cap)
• Safety features – rubber faced door – door/drive interlock –
• 10 cents (booklet of 10 rides) or 12 cents single fare
• Compare - Dozen Eggs $ct 67 | gallon gasoline $ct 27 | Sigarets $ct 25
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B041
Build-in
Access points
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Last 2 new additions – N and O bringing total at 15
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Fewer riders

• As employees bought cars the number of 
buses diminished.

• By 1980 Kalamazoo Metro Transit was being 
hired to provide a single bus route from 
Kalamazoo to the Portage site and that was 
eventually discontinued.
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QUOTE of the Week
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I have a corner office with a view
I get paid to travel
I have a $200,000 company car

Yes, I’m a bus driver !


