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Upjohn Aviation
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… the transportation rationale

• Upjohn Company International footprint
• Many intercompany travels
• Inefficient <1,000 trips with commercial flights
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Upjohn Aviation
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The Upjohn Airforce

• The first Upjohn-owned aircraft was in the air during late 
1956.

• The operation was jocularly referred to as "The Upjohn 
Air Force". 

• Air operations from Kalamazoo lasted just over 50 years

• The final operation being the Pfizer Air Shuttle.

• Upjohn had its own hangar build at Kalamazoo Airport

• May 19th, 1956 – company’s first airplane – Twin Prop 
Learstar
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Upjohn Aviation - hangar
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• 1955-6

• Kalamazoo Airport

• Coordinates

42.23206507469008 
-85.557772613855

• Enlarged in 1959
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Upjohn Aviation
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For long the fleet consisted out of 3 planes

• 1956 Twin prop Learstar
• 1958 Beechcraft King Air 
• 1959 Gulfstream Turbo prop (16 passengers)

• 14 of 17 locations within 1,000 mi
• Non-employees on Deadhead flights  

• Initial pilots (Chief Pilot Joe Betty, Reserve Captain 
Jones) managed flight plans, arranging service and 
weather monitoring.

• After 6 months added copilot George Olson

• Chief Aviation Mechanic Vern and Bill Moore 
(transferred from Antibiotics departments) both had 
licenses.

• All airplane service done by Upjohn men
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Upjohn Aviation
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1974 Milestone

• 10,000 flight hours in the Gulfstream Turbo-Prop!
• Approx. 3,000,000 miles traveled
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Upjohn Aviation
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• Undated – estimated around 1964
• The first Upjohn Jet plane – Sabreliner
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Upjohn Aviation
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• 1984
• Travel statistics report
• 3 planes – 7 pilots
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Upjohn Aviation – Lease period
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• 1994
• No planes owned by Upjohn
• Leased 2 Cessna Citations
• Replacing 2 owned Citations

• Corporate Angel Flights
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Pfizer AirShuttle
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• 2008

• The end of all company flights operations out of 
Kalamazoo was when the R&D activities closed in 
Ann Arbor

• The Pfizer Air Shuttle was no longer needed.

• Hangar was on sale for over a year and sold to 
Real estate firm HINMAN 

• The Kalamazoo County Aeronautics Board 
terminated Pfizer’s access to the airport on 
Thursday. Oct 8, 2009 – after more than 50 
years.
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Upjohn hangar – now Hinman Hangar
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List of known planes types owned by Upjohn

1. 1956 Twin prop Learstar

2. 1958 Beechcraft King Air

3. 1959 Gulfstream Turbo prop (16 passengers)

4. Jet Star

5. SabreLiner Twin Engine (6 passengers)

6. Embrear 135 aircraft

7. Cessna Citation (later leased similar types)

8. Grumman Gulf Stream IV 

9. …
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Some Fun Plane Facts
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• Anno 2020 Planes are considered the safest transportation mode, 2nd are busses, third subway, fourth train and 
fifth ferry 

• Most iconic plane? BOEING 747 – but it was originally designed for military strategic transportation

• Planes withstand lightning strikes that happens on average every 1,000 hours – since 1963 not one plane was 
crashed due to being hit by a lightning strike.

• Planes need to be FAA certified proving the don’t need all their engines to fly safely

• Despite the smoking ban there are still ash trees in planes to make sure violators dispose their cigarette  safely..

• Altitude, humidity and conditioned air alter the way food taste. It’s about 30 percent more difficult to detect sweet 
and salty tastes when you’re up in the air


