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… at Upjohn
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Upjohn Museums
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• In 1884 W.E. Upjohn moved his friable pill business from his home garret to 
Hastings, MI back in 1884

• In 1885 the company moved to the basement of a building in South Burdick 
Street, Kalamazoo, MI and within a year it bought the building directly back of 
the building where the basement was located. This became the third location of 
the company.

• The Upjohn Company had grown into a multinational business by the early 50’s 
and that was also reflected in Upjohn’s real estate

• It was decided that that much of a history needed a museum!

0

50

100

150

200

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960

UPJOHN - Real Estate Bought / Built



4Confidential 4

Upjohn Museums
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15 November 1951
The first formal museum opened at Upjohn in 1951, 
using a room in Building 24, the executive building in 
Downtown Kalamazoo.



5Confidential 5

Upjohn Museums
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B24 Museum - How it started

• Hal Maloney (Personnel) and Don Meredith (Advertising) collected early equipment, product samples and records.
• Labeled and organized the collection in the former products display room in the basement of building 24.
• The museum – a long held idea – became a reality on November 15, 1951 - in Building 24 downtown Kalamazoo
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B41 Museum - Front - Basement Move - the museum outgrow itself and was moved to the Portage B41 location
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B41 Museum Front - Basement
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Upjohn Museums
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B41 Museum Front - Basement
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Upjohn Museum
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B41 Museum Front Basement
1970 Upgrade
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Upjohn Museums
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1989

When the tour program ended in 1989 the museum was closed. 

Some items from the museum were included in an Upjohn display in 
the Kalamazoo Public Museum in Downtown Kalamazoo
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Automation QUOTE of the Week
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“Through Automation eyes - some areas still qualify as an 
Upjohn museum!”


