
Some History of the Site
and The Upjohn Company



My Time at the Portage Site

• Started in May 1980 in the Quality Group
• Had 9 different assignments/experiences
• Retired in October 2017 after 37 years
• I was never bored



Timeline of The Portage Site

1946 to 1995
1995 to 1999

1999 to 2003
2003 to date



Downtown Kalamazoo Manufacturing Complex



Production in the late 1930s



Building of the Portage Site



Building of the Portage Site



Building of the Portage Site



Building of the Portage Site



Building of the Portage Site



Building of the Portage Site



Building of the Portage Site



Grinding Adrenal Glands



Company Buses to the Portage Plant



The Barbers Shop in Building 41



W.E.Upjohn (1853 to 1932)
Founder of The Upjohn Company in 1886



His Big Invention was the Friable Pill

Definition of Friable
Easily crumbled



W.E.Upjohn – Not Just a Businessman

• Wrote the charter for Kalamazoo city government
• Was the first mayor of the city
• Funded the building of the Civic Auditorium 
• Funded the Upjohn Park, other parks and exercise 

fields
• Was a nationally-known peony grower
• Bought a 2,000 acre farm in Richland to keep 

people employed during the Great Depression



A W.E.Upjohn Story



Upjohn’s Earliest Products Contained…

Antimony
Arsenic
Assafetida
Belladonna
Calomel
Cannabis
Cantharides
Capsicum
Cinchona
Cocaine
Creosote
Digitalis

Gamboge
Ginger
Henbane
Heroin
Ipecac
Iron
Jalap
Liver
Mercury
Morphine
Myrrh
Nux Vomica

Opium
Potassium Bromide
Potassium Chlorate
Quinine
Rhubarb
Salicilin
Santonin
Squills
Strontium
Strychnine
Turpentine



Cannabis Tablets



Cocaine, Heroin, Morphine 
and Opium



Aphrodisiac Tablets



Blue Mass (1886 to 1925)

Blue Mass is a formulation that contains 33% 
mercury in elemental form or mercury 
chloride.

1 grain = 65mg so 3 grains of Blue Mass per 
pill in this 1890s bottle amounts to 65mg of 
mercury per pill. 

The World Health Organization currently 
recommends that mercury exposure in food 
be no more than 2 micrograms per kg of body 
weight per week. 

So a 175 pound person who took two pills per 
day of this Upjohn Blue Mass would have a 
mercury level 1000 times higher than today's 
safe limit!



More Mercury Products



Mercury 
for Infants



Quinine Pills



Eczema Lotion



Date of Eczema Lotion



Hematic Tonic Pills



Chocolate Coated 
Tablets



Pantomime Candies



Vanilla



Rennet



The Upjohn Airforce



Public Tours of Building 41



Upjohn in 
Disneyland



www.upjohn.net


